Victoria Multifaith Society 

Minutes – Annual General Meeting

3:30 p.m., Sunday, April 22, 2007
at the Unitarian Church, W. Saanich Rd.
Present – Board: Ashok Agarwal, Sheila Flood (Secretary), Dale Perkins (Treasurer), Louis Sutker, Julia Varga
Members: Usha Agarwal; Anisa & Faress Barraquias; Suresh Basrur; Anna Bowness; Jane Bramadat; Peter Gubbels; Henri Lock; Marilyn & Tom Mahan; Thelma Midori; Sohan Singh Sufi; Uma, Ram, Deepak and Prashant Tadeparti (Total: 21 participants)
Refreshments were served as people entered and visited the membership table.
Opening Prayer
Rabbi Louis Sutker chaired the meeting, which began with a prayer sung by Anisa Barraquias, and a round of introductions.

Reports
The Annual Report (attached) was read by the Secretary and a short Powerpoint presentation on the VMS web site given. Additional information was given by Thelma Midori on the upcoming Learning Circles, and by Marilyn Mahan on the Multifaith Book Club. Comments on the general direction of the Society were sought and the following recommendations were given:
· Monthly breakfast or evening meals together to socialize and to learn about each other’s Faiths.
· Continuing to invite members to Faith group celebrations.
· Link the new VMS Book Club website to the main VMS website.
· A consistent group visiting a series of places of worship each month.

· Discussion of practices that are shared by all or many groups, such as prayer.

· Donation of relevant books to a VMS library.

· Include on the website a calendar of all Holy Days or local events by VMS Faith groups to which the public are welcome, and the proper protocol to be observed if possible.
A financial report was given by the Treasurer, who reported that the current balance of the account is $750. There are two sources of income: a minimal membership fee of $2, and fundraising efforts of various Faith communities.
A survey (attached) was distributed to all present, and several announcements were made, including the upcoming celebration of Buddha’s Birthday on May 26 and the World Partnership Walk on May 27.

Arts
Ram Tadeparti, along with sons Deepak and Prashant, performed traditional and modern Hindu musical pieces.
A closing prayer was said by Rabbi Sutker, who also thanked all concerned for their assistance and participation, including the Tadeparti family and the Unitarian church. Refreshments were available as people socialized.
Submitted by S. Flood, Secretary
Victoria Multifaith Society Board

