Victoria Multifaith Society – AGM
Sunday, April 22, 2007 – West Saanich Rd.
Board Report
The Victoria Multifaith Society and its Board were formed on April 2, 2006, at the UVic Interfaith Chapel, after several exploratory meetings.

It was agreed that VMS would operate under the World Interfaith Education Assoc. (BC), which had no branches then active, until such time that charitable status could be obtained and separate by-laws established. 

The attached objectives were approved. Board members were named for 6 Faiths with members of the Jewish and Muslim Faiths joining the Board during the summer of 2007. Eleven Board meetings were held during the past year, as well as four general meetings. It was decided that Board members would serve for two-year terms, with elections being held in April 2008. Members currently are: Eshu Martin (Buddhist) – Chair; Sheila Flood (Bahá’í) – Secretary; Dale Perkins (Christian) Treasurer; Ashok Agarwal (Hindu); Louis Sutker (Jewish); Karima Ramji (Muslim); Amarjit Singh (Sikh) & Julia Varga (Unitarian).
EVENTS
A calendar of events was drawn up, with each Faith opening an event to Multifaith members. These took place roughly each month, along with quarterly meetings every 3 months. To date, members have been invited to Divali, Birth of Bahá’u’lláh, Hannukah, Epiphany, and Navroz. There’s been generally less success than hoped, in terms of member participation in these meetings and the general meetings. In addition to these regular meetings, VMS also joined in a Peace Vigil at the Legislative Building on Sept. 6, 2006.
PROJECTS

· A website was created, with various pages added over the year.

· A Multifaith Book Club was formed with 12 members, with it’s first meeting in February 2007. A second book club may soon form. 
· Members have been invited to participate in the World Partnership Walk on May 27, 2007, sponsored by the Aga Khan Foundation, with funds going to world poverty.

· A Multifaith Learning Circle has been created, with its first meeting to take place in May 2007. The project coordinators decided to hold monthly presentations on various Faiths. 
· Some other projects in progress: 

· It was decided to add a Speaker’s Bureau and a Faith Directory to the VMS website, as a service to the public.

· The Board would like to begin holding potluck events with more time for members to get to know one another.

· A “day apart” reflection meeting is scheduled for the Board in June.

· The Board is seekinig someone with expertise in public/media relations, in an effort to raise public awareness and increase membership.

OBJECTIVES:

(a) To be a resource for community leaders wanting to offer multi-faith events and activities.

(b) To respond to emergent issues which appear as a result of ethno-cultural conflicts and natural disasters.

(c) To provide resources to the community wanting information and educational material describing multi faith perspectives on social issues and concerns.

(d) To work towards the development of a facility or centre for the Society and its members that could serve as a gathering place for faith communities requiring space, and for special meetings and events of the Society.

(e) To liaise with other multi faith organizations in British Columbia and beyond on matters of mutual interest.

(f) To present a witness to the community-at-large as to the ability of people of faith to work respectfully together for the well-being of the local community and world.

(g) To learn about one another’s faith traditions through interchange, discussion and visitations.

(h) To meet for prayer for common cause.

(i) To affirm the value of spiritual practices according to each person’s faith traditions. 
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