Victoria Multifaith Society
AGM 27 September 2009, UVic Interfaith Chapel
In attendance: 

Board:  Ashok Agarwal, Sheila Flood, Fran Pardee, Dale Perkins, Louis Sutker
Members: Marya Nyland, Philip Symons, Karima Ramji, Mac Elrod, Elaine McCreary, Yassamin Mohtadi, Peter Gubbels, Jason Thompson, Susanne Seishin Ledingham, Eleanor (?)
Dale Perkins chaired the meeting, welcoming those present, giving an overview, and introducing the Board members present.
Fran Pardee read an interfaith prayer. 

Fran also read the Annual Report. A correction was submitted regarding the “God or No God” general meeting, however the original text has been found correct, and this has been verified with the person who brought the correction at the meeting. The report was approved by all present.
The financial report, attached, was presented by Dale Perkins, with a separate report also given for the Human Rights conference of December 2008. Both reports were approved by all present. It was recommended that the treasurer check to see how long a separate account should be maintained for the funding received for the conference.

The Chair facilitated discussion on ideas for moving forward, after a short review of activities already planned: 29 November 2009 meeting on the Spiritual Education of Children; World Religion Day in January 2010; a multifaith workshop for the Canadian Unitarian Conference in May 2010. 
Further details were given on World Religion Day, at the request of the Chair. A family oriented event is tentatively scheduled for the afternoon of Saturday, January 30th, 2010, at Cadboro Bay United Church, with arts, displays, and speakers. An ad hoc committee has been struck and is planning the event.

The DVD “ Beyond our Differences”  was introduced for later viewing. It was approved by all present that a copy of the DVD be bought by VMS for circulation.
Ideas and recommendations arising from the meeting, to be submitted to the Board:

· that VMS quarterly general meetings be hosted by various faith communities rather than being held in a neutral place such as the Interfaith Chapel, in order for there to be greater exposure and hopefully greater participation by each faith community that acts as host.
· that VMS hold regular multifaith meals, to encourage greater interaction through socializing

· that we have our goals and objectives listed somewhere visible for discussions such as the present, to focus the consultation on achieving them
· that we invite more congregations to participate in the AGM
· that we arrange for representatives from specific congregations and faith communities other than the ones represented on the board, to attend AGM’s or other consultative meetings where feedback and ideas are being sought and reports given

· that we visit each other’s places of worship, either on specific times of the year or for specific times of celebration as before

Several questions were also asked: 
· how do we come together in greater numbers between or even within faith communities?

· should we have a general meeting on the topic of the war on drugs, or is this too contentious an issue?

· what is our membership and how do we increase it?
A motion to adjourn was passed.

Refreshments were served.

The DVD “ Beyond our Differences”  was viewed in part. 
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