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December 10, 2008, marks the 60th anniversary of the UN Declaration of Human Rights, the first international recognition that all human beings have fundamental, inalienable rights. 
It started as a piece of paper. It’s become “the pillars on which we base the prevention of war”, according to Dr. Mary-Wynne Ashford, a speaker at the conference and a leader in the international peace and disarmament movement for over 20 years. As much as we take for granted those hard won victories of international law and civil liberties, the Declaration of Human Rights deserves a 60th birthday party!
The conference will take place on the afternoons of December 6th and 7th at the Cadboro Bay United Church, organized by the Victoria Multifaith Society. Doors open at 1pm both days.
There will be speakers, exhibits, artistic presentations, and workshops on the rights of children and First Nations, the homeless, mental health and addictions. Victoria’s Dr. Ashford will speak on the powerful influence of civil society in taking action for human rights. Dr. Gerald Filson of Toronto offers the complementary perspective of international law and moral responsibility, and how the two are linked. 
Because the establishment of human rights is a “work in progress” that will be left in large part to the children of the world, the organizers have focused much of their work on this. In addition to the workshop on the well-being of children for parents, grandparents and educators, there will also be a workshop for children themselves (for ages 5 to 13) on Saturday afternoon, given by international speaker and best-selling author Linda Kavelin Popov. A group of children led by Darilyn Neilsen of Sweden will give a presentation to close Saturday afternoon. 
The event is free and drop-ins are welcome, but registration is suggested for adults and children aged 5 to 13, since space is limited to 200. Forms and information are available online at www.VictoriaMultifaith.com or can be picked up at the Cadboro Bay United Church, 2625 Arbutus Rd., at the Christian Science Reading Room, 1205 Pandora St., or the Bahá'í bookstore on Blanshard at Broughton.
 
For further information contact:
	Beth Gibson
Planning Committee
250-388-7912
bethgib@shaw.ca
	Sheila Flood, Secretary

Victoria Multifaith Society

250-483-4740

sheilaflood@gmail.com
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